
Report

27acquaint

In conclusion 
The above design procedure can 
be developed for all sizes of yachts 
and ships and while it is based on 
a sinusoidal curve it could also be 
developed for other mathematically 
defi ned harmonic curves e.g ellipse 
or super ellipse to produce an infi nite 
number of hull forms.  Hopefully this 
article will encourage members to 
design and build One Metre (and other) 
model yachts and develop their own 
ideas to the benefi t of the Sport.  The 
design details presented in Figs 1 - 3 
are those of my current Boat which is 
now under limited testing (due to the 
weather) against club level opposition 
(Widgets , Triple Crowns, Viper, etc) 
and appears competitive when sailed 
by a helm who is well past his “sail by 
date.”
Ken Coles © 2013

A Test run in January 2013 under a 10 year 
old Housemartin No 2 Rig.  
Photo: Ken Cole.

Note.  A CD with displacement and 
length pre entered is available from 
the MYA price £5.00 plus 65p postage.  
Orders should be sent to the Editor 
Acquaint Magazine, 16 Manor Gardens, 
Farncombe, Surrey GU7 3LL and will 
be processed within three working 
days. Mr Coles has kindly donated all 
monies raised to MYA funds.
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� e USA / UK 
Challenge 2013 
for Vane 36s

� e Gosport weekend
This event is held every two years, alternating between home waters and the 
USA, in Vane 36’s.  This year it was held on this side of the pond, and the fi rst 
weekend’s racing was at Gosport over the 8th and 9th of June.  Eight beautifully 
built boats had arrived at the club, and over the Thursday and Friday were 
being carefully unpacked from their travel cases, prior to practicing on the 
uncharted waters of Gosport’s Cockle Pond.  One US boat carried an unusual 
unstayed schooner rig, which sprung a few surprises when the wind shifted to 
provide reaching legs later in the event.

A study 

in concentration Coleen Stobbe of the  America 
team preparing for the upwind leg.
Photo: Charles Smith.

� e biggest Vane Fleet for years.
The total entry was an amazing 24 boats, the biggest fl eet of vane yachts 
for some years.  The eight US boats were joined by four Brits who sailed 
as ‘honorary’ Americans for the duration.  The weekend was bright, sunny 
and brisk, requiring second and third rigs most of the time in wonderful sailing 
conditions.  Home waters for the US team, mainly from San Francisco Model 
Yacht Club, had predominantly light winds, and were not accessible from both 
sides.  This was refl ected in the set-up of their boats, which were trimmed to 
return automatically to the ‘home’ bank.  A fresh approach was required to 
compete with the British yachts used to more open waters, but by the end of the 
weekend the US team were revelling in the freedom of the open water, 
and scoring points.
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Many transatlantic 
friendships were made. 
Some of the US team had visited 
England previously to sail in the 
regatta.  One, Helene, was not only 
new to the event, but had only recently 
started sailing vane yachts.  This 
probably contributed to her ‘testing’ 
the Gosport water from very close 
quarters!  Sportingly, however, 
Helene gamely sailed on to complete 
the weekend.  There was an excellent 
supper at the cafe above the club 
on the Saturday evening, and many 
transatlantic friendships were made 
over the weekend.

 A win for the UK team
The team scores resulted in a 
resounding win for the UK team, 
with 448 points to the US’s 272.  
However the weekend’s individual 
racing was won by honorary American 
skipper Jacque Cook, with mate Eric 
Meighen.  Second was British skipper 
Graham Wyeth, with Lewis Wyeth as 
mate, and third equal were British 
skippers Anthony Warren and Peter 
Fothergill.  The fi rst ‘real’ American 
skipper home was Mike Stobbe.
And so to the next weekend!        
Mervyn   Cook                        

Now to LLandudno
The second leg of the Challenge 
Regatta was held at Llandudno; the 
North Wales venue proved a great 
attraction resulting in an entry of 28 
boats, a number not equalled at a vane 
match since the 1980’s.

Sailing in high winds
The Regatta was formally opened 
by the Mayor and Mayoress of 
Llandudno in bright but very blustery 
conditions with most yachts that had 
them, down to storm suits. With wind 
speeds gusting to 20m.p.h. sailing 
wasn’t easy and a number of yachts 
suffered minor damage. The American 
guests were at a disadvantage as 
few had brought smaller suits of sails 
and their method of sheeting jib and 
main independently on the booms 
made re-trims much slower than their 
U.K. competitors, most of whom had 
single point adjustment on the deck. 
They consequently lost a number of 
otherwise close run boards.

Racing recommenced after an 
excellent buffet lunch provided on 
the Green by a nearby cafe, the wind 
having eased and steadied to provide 
some exciting sailing, and by 4.30 
Saturday’s programme had been 
successfully completed. The teams 
adjourned to the Craigside Inn on the 
Little Orme to enjoy a formal dinner in a 
convivial atmosphere.

The wind eased overnight, Sunday 
morning dawned dull and cooler 
but allowing for easier sailing with 
inspiring performances from a number 
of skippers from both teams. Variety 
was provided by the two 

entrants from the Isle of Man Brian 
King and Kim Holland, both sailing 
vintage boats of pre-war design fi tted 
with Braine steering. Notable also 
and much photographed were the 
Stobbe brothers’ traditionally built San 
Francisco boats to modern design, the 
one diagonal planked and the other 
carvel, both demonstrating the highest 
standards of workmanship.

The event had been announced in 
North Wales newspapers the previous 
week resulting in local residents 
spectating in some numbers, and your 
correspondent had several interesting 
conversations with those who recalled 
competitive sailing on the lake in its 
heyday. Notable amongst these was 
Miss Audrey Andrew, a sprightly 91 
year old, who had been taught to 
sail there in the 1920’s by her father 
R.G.Andrew, a founder member of the 
Birkenhead Club,  also Eric Dobbinson 
who brought the historic 27” Llandudno 
yacht with which at the age of eleven 
he had won a silver medal in 19

But then the 
wind failed
As the Regatta drew to a close in failing 
wind some of the keener skippers 
fi tted larger suits. The programme was 
once again completed on schedule 
due to some nifty operating by Offi cer 
of the Day and overall Event Organizer 
Graham Reeves, when Audrey Andrew 
presented the silver Challenge Cup to 
top scoring skipper U.K. Graham Wyeth 
with the U.K. Team defeating their 
opponents by a wide margin. 
Gareth Morgan

We are indebted to Gareth and Mervyn 
for this report and to Mervyn for a full 
set of results which well be found on 
the MYA web site at www.mya-uk.
org.  News of the development of the 
Llandudno Club will be found in News 
in Brief. Ed.
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Sailing in high winds

Llandudno with the Great Orme in the 
background.  Photo: Gareth Morgan

Diagonal planking superbly done.  An 
American boat built by the Stobbe brothers.  
Photo: Charles Smith.
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