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USA/UK Challenge Trophy Regatta 2009
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to dry himself down after going into 
the lake on more than one occasion 
to retrieve Jim’s boat and mast.

A special thanks was given to Jacque 
Cook for officiating along with the 
starters and scorers. Also to Bruce 
Prole for covering for Anthony 
Warren on the Saturday due to him 
having boat problems.

Where next?
The event will be repeated in 2011 
and it is hoped to sail on the East 
Coast of America at the Reflecting 
Pool in Washington and at Redd’s 
Pond, Marblehead. It is anticipated 
that these events will be run in 
early October giving everyone the 
opportunity to experience the fall in 
New England. More information will 
follow.

Graham Reeves 
Film of the UKA/USA Challenge may 
be found on Malcolm Donald’s  
web site at:   
http://www.malcolmdonald.com/

Twenty Vane 36s turned out 
for the biennial Regatta held 
this year at Gosport over the 
weekend of 30-31st May.  Six 
American boats made the trip 
this year with UK members of 
the USVMYG making the team 
up to 10 boats.

The teams were as 
follows:- 

USA : Jeff Stobbe, Coleen Stobbe, 
Mike Stobbe and Julie Shryne of the 
San Francisco Model Yacht Club, 
Ernie Mortenson of the San Diego 
Model Yacht Club, Jim Linville of 
the Marblehead Model Yacht Club 
with Martin Bandey, Mervy Cook, 
Max Buttimer and Graham Reeves 
representing the US. Vintage Group.

UK: Bruce Prole/Anthony Warren, of 
the UK Vintage Group, John Newey, 
Mike Harris, Martin Dovey, and Lisa 
McKercher from Bournville, Peter 
Fothergill, Graham Wyeth and Shaun 
Wyeth from the Gosport Club, and 
Alex Austin of the Guildford Club. 

The first day
The Race Officer, or in vane sailing 
terms, “The Officer of the Day” 
(OOD) Jackie Cook, got racing 
underway at about 10.30 on the 

Saturday. Racing was enjoyed by 
all with no protests or shouts for 
“Water”. Pond-side banter was the 
order of the day with all skippers 
thoroughly enjoying their sailing. No 
problems occurred during the racing 
with the exception that Jim Linville’s 
deck-stepped mast fell over a few 
times because of poor rigging screws.

Saturday evening saw about 42 
skippers, mates, wives and friends 
assembled at the Bistro above the 
boathouse for a very enjoyable hot 
buffet meal and drinks.

Into the second day
The score after the first day was USA 
123 points and UK 231.
Racing got underway at about 10.30 
on the Sunday morning, again much 
enjoyed by the competitors.  Racing 
finished early in the afternoon as 
the wind departed. 11 heats were 
completed in all and the final result 
was USA 197 points with the UK 
winning with a score of 353 points.

The Challenge Trophy was 
presented to Alex Austin with 
the highest individual score of 46 
points. A commemorative engraved 
glass coaster was presented to all 
competing skippers as a memento 
of the event. Also presented were 2 
new rigging screws to Jim Linville to 
ensure his mast didn’t fall down again 
and a “small” towel to Martin Dovey 

Unlike Bournville, the wind got up 
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Jim Linville concentrating at Gosport. Photo: Malcolm Donald
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