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� e One Metre National 
Championship - Fleetwood
Chris Harris, RO for the event, reports on the competition held at 
Fleetwood MYPBC over the weekend 24th – 26th August 2013.

Saturday, 5 races and 
25 heats
Of the original entry of 84, 74 skippers 
arrived at Fleetwood, after all yachts 
were check measured, and the 
seeding races were re-scheduled, the 
briefi ng was held by the PRO, Chris 
Harris at 09.45, The wind on the fi rst 
morning varied in strength with the 
direction been predominately North 
westerly, the wind settled in from that 
direction for the rest of the day and 
dropped towards the end of the day, 
so all changed to Top rig. With the 
wind in this direction, the full length of 
Fleetwood lake could be used. 5 races, 
25 heats were completed by the end of 
Saturday, with all competitors happy 
with their days sailing and enjoyed the 
hospitality of the Fleetwood club and 
the Mount pub that evening.

Sunday and the wind from 
the North East
Sunday dawned with the wind from the 
North East, the briefi ng took place at 
0845, with the fi rst race on the water 
at 0900, during the fi rst race the wind 
began to swing from the North, which 
is square across the lake, the race team 
took the decision to use the other lake 
and a course was set whilst a D Fleet 
was been run on the other lake. With 
the wind from the North, the wind was 
steady and racing continued at a good 
pace. During race 8, the sea breeze 
began to overcome the land breeze 
and started to come from the North 
West again, after lunch all competitors 
came back to the Model yacht lake and 
racing continued till nearly 1800, there 
was a protest at the end of the day from 
the last B fl eet race that meant A fl eet 
couldn’t get on the water to fi nish the 
race, so another 5 races were started 
with a total 24 heats been sailed. Again 
the Fleetwood club organised another 
social event and quiz run by Derek 
Priestley that was a great evening.

Monday – sailing to a very 
high standard
Monday dawned with no breeze at 
all, just before the skippers briefi ng at 
0845, the wind started to build from 
the North East, the race committee set 
a course and A fl eet got the fi nal day 
under way, around lunch time, again 
the sea breeze began to kick in and the 
wind swung from the North West, again 
the course was modifi ed and the near 
full length of the lake was used. Again 
the sailing was to a high standard and 
some very close racing. 

� e fi nal A Fleet race
The fi nal A fl eet race took place before 
the announced fi nishing time in a 
strengthening North Westerly breeze.  
The racing was close through all the 
fl eets, at the front there was no 
one skipper running away with 
the event and there were 9 
different A fl eet winners. Brad 
Gibson, Martin Roberts and 
local Rob Walsh battled it out 
for the Championship with Brad 
coming out on top with his 
BritPop, Martin Roberts sailed 
a Chienz and Rob Walsh sailed 
a BritPop also. The racing was 
a high standard through all 
the fl eets and the race teams 
job was made easier by the 
co-operation of the skippers. 
There were very few protests 
and all were dealt with in a 
speedily and timely manner 
so not much sailing time was 
lost.

Receiving the National 
Championship Trophy, Brad 
Gibson thanked the host 
club and the race offi cials 
who had done a splendid job 
throughout.  

Race offi  cials:
PRO: Chris Harris assisted Chris Elliott
Measuers: Neil Rothwell, David Stewart 
and Mike Harris
Starters: Neil Rothwell and Mike Harris, 
Finishers: Jeff Hill and Tommy Mills
Fleetboard and scorers: Damian 
Ackroyd and Ann Walker (Australia), 
Boat boy: Sam Butler

Results
1st Brad Gibson 
  Birkenhead BritPop 35
2nd Martin Roberts 
  Birkenhead Chienz 44
3rd Rob Walsh 
  Fleetwood BritPop 53

Full report on the website.
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David Burke - One man and his boat
Photo: Damian Ackroyd
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At the start
Initial sailing conditions were diffi cult 
with waves creating a large chop at 
the clubhouse end of the lake and 
as well as the wind blowing from the 
west at 20mph, gusting 28mph at 
times. It powered up these large and 
elegant yachts, and meant that the 
skippers had to run frantically to keep 
up – both to windward and downwind.  
Inevitably the 17 boat fl eet started to 
reduce as some boats were damaged 
during the racing. Repairs continued 

throughout the day, but nevertheless 
these boats perform to their best in 
such strong wind conditions. David Bell 
lead the Regatta at this point.

For day two 
The wind continued to be from the west 
but had decreased in strength slightly 
to approximately 15 mph although 
gusting to 20 mph at times. The 
competitors were split into 2 fl eets for 
the next couple of days. A fl eet starting 
their campaign in the morning and B in 

the afternoon.  During 
the mornings 
racing Chris Harris 
proved to be the 
most productive 
taking most 
of the points 
available. During 
the afternoons 
session B-Fleets 
competitors took 
to the water, 
David Bell the 
regatta’s early 
leader continued 
to sail with 
confi dence now 
opened up a 17 
point lead at the 
top. Graham 
Butler who 
was damaged 
on day one, 
managed to 
win some of 
his re-sails 
and has 
climbed to 
second place 
overall. With 
only 6 points 
separating 
third place 
and the 
middle of the 
fl eet, there 
was still a lot 
to play for.

On day three 
The wind conditions moderated to 
10 – 15 . During the morning B-Fleet 
skippers were sailing fi rst. The regatta 
leader David Bell has found today more 
challenging as he dropped points in the 
morning session. However, he did take 
points away from Graham Butler who 
was second to him overall in the regatta 
scores at the beginning of the day. 
In the afternoon the A-Fleet skippers 
took over, John Simpson and Robert 
Bell had a very fruitful session taking 
most of the points available. Martin 
Roberts a past winner of this regatta 
made a lot of progress also. However, 
local skipper Derek Preistley found the 
competition tough going as he dropped 
points and therefore has slipped away 
from the leaders.

Day four
There was a break from the 
Championship the Yachting Monthly 
Cup taking precedence for the day. 
Congratulations to Fleetwood skippers 
Peter Whiteside and John Brooks, as 
they were triumphant against Gosport 
skipper Sean Wyeth in the Yachting 
Monthly Cup.

Day fi ve 
The wind falls light. Variable from the 
North and at approximately 5mph for 
most of the day, the heavier yachts 
started to struggle. Mervyn Cook and 
his team had a productive day with 
their boat as well as Bill Green / Damian 
Ackroyd who managed to climb places 
from the bottom of the fl eet. By this 
time the regatta has a new leader 
as John Simpson / Robert Bell took 
advantage of the light wind conditions 
which again hampered David Bell and 
his boat, the winged keel is starting to 
restrict David’s previous hard work in 
the lighter airs. At the end the top four 
skippers all have a chance to win, so it 
will be an exciting conclusion.

� e MYA Vane A-Class 
National Championship 2013
Seventeen boats competed in this prestigious regatta hosted by Fleetwood 
MY&PBC, and run over a six day period, the middle day being devoted, 
as usual to Yachting Monthly Cup Races.

Getting ready to supersonic! Cook and Fothergill 
in pursuit.  Photo: Anthony Warren.
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� e fi nal day
The British A-Class Championships 
saw a 180 degree wind shift to the 
south, the wind was again light with 
medium gusts. These diffi cult wind 
conditions gave all the skippers 
another challenge as they tried to keep 
control of their yachts. Sailing on a 
variable reach in both directions, the 
yachts at one end of the lake could 
fi nd themselves at the wrong side as 
the wind would swirl around the hotels, 
located on the opposite side of the 
road.

Nevertheless, as the championship 
drew to its conclusion, John Simpson 
/ Robert Bell of Fleetwood became 
winners overall after taking a late lead 
yesterday. Second place Graham 
and Sam Butler of Fleetwood sailed 
admirably all week but just couldn’t 
make up enough points in the end 
from their re-sails. Third place Derek 
Priestley had the best of the last day 
taking most of the points available to 
them.

� is year Fleetwood 
dominated the results
So the Fleetwood trio dominated this 
year’s regatta. A special mention for 
Arjan Cingel who travelled from the 
Netherlands, this was his second 
attempt at this regatta and he 
thoroughly enjoyed the week as well as 
learning the skill of Vane Sailing. Next 
year this event will be held at Gosport 
possibly on the last weekend in 
July 2014.

� e winners were
British A-Class Champions 

John Simpson and Robert Bell.
Yachting Monthly Cup  

Peter Whiteside/John Brooks.
TOTS Trophy Winners 

Mervyn Cook/Peter/Andy, 
David and Robert Bell

An in depth report of each 
day’s racing and a complete list 
of results may be found at   http://
myachampionships2013.wordpress.
com/results/
myachampionships2013.wordpress.

Robert Bell and 
John Simpson 

on their way 
to winning the 

A-Class Champs

Peter 
Whiteside/John 
Brooks leading 

Sean Wyeth 
in the fi nal of 
the Yachting 

Monthly Cup

Martin Robers powering 
through the waves

Photsos: Damian Ackroyd

David Bell  poling from the far side
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� e French team preparing for 
the fi nal day at Fleetwood
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