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Results from around the country

10 boats turned out at Valley Park, 
Bournville on Saturday 12th April 
for this event. Racing started at 
10-15 and race offi cer Paul Davis 
decided to fi nish at 3.30pm. Wind 
was quite strong for Bournville 
with most boats in 3rd suits. 9 of 
the competitors were from the 
host club with Lisa Reeves sailing 
on behalf of the Birkenhead club.  
Lunch break was taken at 1.00pm 
and during this time the heavens 
opened with a violent hail storm.  
Racing commenced at 1-45 and 
half way through the fi rst race 
the heavens opened with yet 
another violent hail storm which 
successfully killed the wind and 
allowed most skippers to change 
up to larger rigs. The race was 
declared complete at 3.30pm with 
8 out of the 9 heats completed.

Chris Harris was the winner with 28 
points. Pete Hopkins 2nd with 25 points. 
Martin Dovey 3rd with 24 points and Lisa 
Reeves in 4th with 
22 points.

This was a superb turnout considering 
the 36’s were almost defunct in the 
nineties. Because of the popularity of the 
1 Metre. However the class was adopted 
by the Americans in 2001 for use in the 
US/UK Challenge Regatta  which is held 
every 2 years, and has has gone from 
strength to strength  particularly in vane 
sailing. 

(The Bournville Club hosted the Vane 
36 Nationals during October but this 
edition of Acquaint went to press earlier 
– report in our next, Ed).
Graham Reeves

Clive Bardell acted as race offi cer on a day which proved to be 
slightly less gusty but with several hours of rain!. New skippers 
joined the fl eet for Sunday but some also left. The fl eet all started 
with No.1 rigs and although later in the day the gusts became quite 
frequent, they all chose not to change down. This produced some 
spectacular dives on the down-wind legs, with one gust taking out 
fi ve boats as it passed through. 

The top six were in constant battle and several races ended with boats only 
a few centimetres apart as they crossed the line. This time Martin proved the 
worthy champion of the day followed by John and Robert who lost out on 
seconds only on count back. Gordon Seers presented the Champion Trophy.

Results:  Martin Roberts (Widget) 1st, John Tushingham,(Lintel) 2nd, Robert 
Walsh (also Widget) 3rd and Graham Bantock (italica) 4th
Clive Bardell

The last Radio Marblehead ranking race for 2008 was held on 28 
September at Charnwood Water, Loughborough home of LRYC.  
A small but select entry of 11 competitors representing most 
parts of the UK were greeted with very light, changeable and at 
times extremely testing conditions as the Race Offi cers varied the 
courses in attempts to second guess what little wind there was.  
During the morning session it was not uncommon to see these 
elegant yachts beating, running and reaching on each leg of the 
course!  After lunch a slightly more steady north westerly gradually 
fi lled which eventually allowed a 2 lap windward/leeward course to 
be set to provide a better challenge.

The fl eet raced as one and in total 14 races were sailed giving 2 discards.  
The day was a test of sensitive set up for the tall full area rigs and Roger Stollery 
from Guildford demonstrated his mastery of light weather trim.  Over the years 
he has developed his basically simple swing rig with subtle design and simple 
lever controls to automatically adjust to the conditions.  By lunch after 7 races 
where consistency was decidedly diffi cult Roger had won all but one race and 
went on to win the event with a fi nal tally of 21 points including 9 race wins 
sailing his novel Crazy Tube 2 design.

Don Charlesworth from LRYC sailing a relatively elderly Bantock designed 
Wafer fi nished a clear second with 2 race wins backed with a string of consistent 
results scoring 37 points. Third overall with 1 race win and counting 47 points 
overall was Peter Moore from Bournville.  For results spreadsheet see 
www.mya-uk.org.uk. 
Tony Edwards

Midland District 
Vane 36 Champs

Midland Ranking event 
- 6th July 2008 - Watermead Club

Radio Marblehead Ranking Event 
- Charnwood Water
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The Footy class has had an 
adventurous year.  We encountered 
high winds at Guildford and Hove,  and the 
full mixture from high to none at Birkenhead 
for the Euro Championship - something 
which our visitors from America and Canada 
hadn’t previously encountered!  The National 
Championship at Aylesbury was a ghoster, 
boats were lost at Cirencester, and Clevedon 
proved to be yet another ghoster with seagulls 
emerging from the morning mist.  But it has 
been an excellent year with at least three more 
events to come.  The Internet course which is 
an international event racing against the clock 
over a measured distance, proved very popular 
and was to produce some extraordinary times 
especially in Pail Midgley’s hands..  These boats 
are getting faster!

The Footy National Championships.
Held at Watermead, Aylesbury and run by Clive 

Bardell and his team, the event attracted 22 skippers.    
It was to be a seeringly hot day with so little wind that 
it recorded only fractions on the meter.  Sensibly Clive 
gave us a practice race to get the feel of things – some 
finished, others did not - but it was clear that racing could 
start and in the end fifteen races were completed.  It was 
a day for the big rigs.  Roger Stollery won the event sailing 
an Ant under a newly cut “big” swing rig, followed closely 
by Paul Midgely sailing a similar rig but on a modified 
Bug 3.  Third place went to Rob Vice sailing another 
Bug 3, but Trevor Thomas sailed his beautifully crafted 
Mistralette in to fifth place under McCormack rig ahead 
of John Cadenhead’s Micron under a conventional for and 
aft rig.  Charles Smith sailed into sixth using yet another 
big rig on a Stollery Ant. CJ Vice took the Junior prize.

It might seem that designs under swing rig, which 
make full use of available beam, dominate the class but it 
was not so at the Euro where Gary Sanderson ran away 
with the event sailing an ultra-slim ultra -light weight boat 
under triangular rig and in all weathers.  Neither was it 
so at Clevedon where Trevor Thomas won sailing his 
Mistralette  - a design based on American One Metre 
practice.  (Mark you the racing was extraordinarily close 
and the next boat was again a Stollery Ant.  Design and 
development in the class goes on a pace but the Footy 
still provides an excellent entry level boat – as Roger says, 
a hull can be made in a morning, a rig in an afternoon.  
(My grandson aged 8 completed a Footy hull with just a  
little help, Ed) 

We are happy to say that Angus Richardson has 
emerged from hospital and is back in his familiar (and 
essential) role driving us on to greater efforts.  Andy 
Trewin has done an excellent job as Registrar and Trevor 
Thomas has been looking after the NORs.  Full reports 
of all these events may be found on the forum at  
www.rcsailing/forum and on the Footy website.
Charles Smith

The third Soling National was held at the Long Pond on Clapham 
Common on Sunday 13th July.

Twelve boats turned out from four clubs, Gosport, Guildford, Bournville and 
Clapham with the home club fielding the majority of entrants. This was a 50% 
improvement over last year’s entry. Rob Vice kindly acted as race officer with 
dad Jim assisting for part of the event. Racing got underway about 11am after a 
briefing and detailing the course.

Weather was warm with a fair breeze most of the time, ideal for Solings.
Racing was serious but with the emphasis on enjoyment, and without 

arguments or protests. All went well under Rob’s  guidance and a lunch  break 
was taken at 1.00pm.  Racing then continued until 4.0pm and the result was 
declared. Mark Dicks managed to secure the trophy for the second time by just 
one point. Mark sailed the same boat as last year borrowed from a Bournville 
member. He now has two Solings well on the way to completion.
Positions were:- 

Mark Dicks from Clapham 1st. Phil Brozec from Guildford 2nd. Jim Robinson 
from Clapham 3rd. Graham Snook from Clapham 4th. Alan Scarlett/Jim Vice 
from Clapham 5th

An excellent result for Clapham taking four out of the top five places.
The club Chairman presented bottles of California wine to the first 4 

places and thanked Rob and Jim Vice for their assistance in making this a truly 
memorable event. Skippers who know John Gale should be aware that this was 
his first ever radio race. 

For more information on the Soling 1 Meter (yes it is spelled correctly, the 
American way) should contact Graham Reeves on 01789 751800
Graham Reeves

Now that the two final races of the season are completed we can 
congratulate Peter Stollery as a clear winner of the series.  It is 
noticeable that five different clubs are represented in the first six 
places and the point spread indicates close racing throughout the 
season The first six ranking results were as follows:

1 Peter Stollery  Guildford (393)
2 Martin Roberts  Birkenhead (381)
3 Robert Walsh  Fleetwood (378)
4 Graham Bantock  Chelmsford (365)
5 John Tushingham  Keighly  (363)
6 Grahm Elliott  Birkenhead (356)

Henry Farley has provided a complete table of the results – a considerable piece 
of work over the season for which we are all grateful – and it can be found in on 
the MYA web site at www.mya-ukoreg.uk

The Footy ClassSoling 1 Meter National Open 
Championship 2008

IOM Ranking Results




