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Congratulations!
Our congratulations to MYA Publicity 
Offi cer Tim Long and his wife Emily 
on the birth of their daughter Phoebe 
Grace.  Phoebe is a summer baby (7th 
July) and Tim tell us that mother and 
baby are both doing very well.  

Party at the Palace
Other guests at a Royal Garden Party 
in May this year were stunned by the 
unique sight of Martin Roberts in a suit!  
He and Andrea together with Chris 
Durant, the MYA's Secretary to Council 
and his wife Angela were delighted 
to be offered by the Chairman the 
opportunity of representing the MYA 
at one of HM The Queen's summer 
garden parties. 

‘Tea, cucumber sandwiches (no 
crusts), fancy cakes and ice cream 
were enjoyed by all present, and the 
sun even made a short but welcome 
appearance to compensate for the rain. 

The whole event was organised 
with the usual military precision with 
two service bands entertaining the 
assembled hordes, and we all took the 
opportunity to wander the grounds.  
We were also in elite company with, 
apart from one or two of the usual 
media faces, many members of the UK 
Olympic and Paralympic teams, and 
enough military scrambled egg present 
to make some hundreds of omelettes.

A great time was had by all. The 
event was great fun.’

Chris Durant

Annual General Meeting 
and Trade Show
This year the AGM and associated 
Trade Show will be held on the 23rd of 
November at Rowheath Pavilion, Heath 
Road, Bournville B30 1HH . This is an 
excellent venue with good café facilities 
and the Trade Show is well worth a 
visit not only to look at new boats and 
equipment but to take the opportunity 
to talk to top skippers and builders, 
all of whom are friendly and 
endlessly helpful.  

Abington Club’s new 
Micro 540
A new design is emerging at 
Abington Park.  It is the Micro 540, a 
development boat designed specifi cally 
for the homebuilder. It will be measured 
Footy style in a measuring box 540mm 
long by 180mm wide, by 240mm 
deep.  The design calls for a two sail 
Bermudan rig, either conventional 
or swing rig, to set a maxima and 
minima sail size, therefore it is a single 
sail class.  The Micro Magic with the 
standard size un-panelled sail will 
fi t these proposed rules. Two boats 
are currently under trial and we hope 
to publish pictures in our November 
edition. 

More details are available from 
Peter Jackson: email avro1@btinetrnet.
com  Peter Shepherd is establishing 
a new web site for the Micro 540 at 
http://micro540.weebly.com/index.
html  which already holds details of the 
Wizard design and a series of pictures 
‘in build’.

� e Wee Nip, now with 
a Bermudan rig
Abington Park have pioneered a new 
version of the well known Wee Nip, 
designed by Graham Bantock and 
widely available both as plans and 
in kit form.  Abington Club Secretary 

Air freight
Rob tells us that it’s very unlikely 

that any part of the boat is going to be 
allowed as hand luggage – all those 
wires and batteries!  His prescription is 
to pack sails in a sail box and the boat 
and its kit into a second box, being 
careful that the fi n and weight cannot 
move in baggage handling.  His own 
box has polystyrene foam cut to fi t 
using a hot wire.  Since budget airlines 
now charge separately for each item 
going in the hold, the trick is to pack 
clothing into the boat box as well!  
‘Be sure that you have disconnected 
the radio kit and batteries,’ Rob told 
us.  In his recollection only once had 
a skipper been asked to unpack his 
boat box. 

It seems that different airlines 
have different rules about hold luggage 
but that most accept a slightly higher 
weight limit for ‘sporting goods’.  
However model yachting is not yet on 
the sporting goods list.  We hope to 
go into this in more detail in the next 
edition of Acquaint

Road travel and 
accommodation
Skippers going to overseas event 
generally know each other pretty well, 
and for European events often go by 
road, sharing the driving.  English is 
the universal language of yacht racing 
and in most countries does not present 
a diffi culty.  Sometimes the sponsors 
will set up a team hotel and provide 
meals at a discounted rates.  More 
often Brit teams will share houses, 
particularly in Europe, and friends 
made on previous expeditions are 
always helpful.  As Rob said, ‘thirteen 
of us in a small house in Croatia made 
for a really good party!

This international column will be a 
regular feature of Acquaint.  Anyone 
wanting to know more about qualifying 
or travelling to an event should contact 
Rob at Email:  robwalsh25@sky.com

and Trade Show
This year the AGM and associated 
Trade Show will be held on the 23rd of 
November at Rowheath Pavilion, Heath 
Road, Bournville B30 1HH . This is an 
excellent venue with good café facilities 

wires and batteries!  His prescription is 

using a hot wire.  Since budget airlines using a hot wire.  Since budget airlines 

Tim, Emily, baby Phoebe and 
a friend.

Martin , Andrea, 
Angela and Chris at the Palace

Acquaint © MYA Mar 2013 Issue 2



News in Brief

6 mya-uk.org.uk

Peter Shepherd describes the new two 
sail one design as an entry level boat, 
which can readily be built by members, 
and may also provide a project for 
school children.  Abington already has 
a substantial fl eet. The design is known 
as Red Rooster and details, including 
a video are available on the Abington 
Park web site at http://apmyc.weebly.
com/contacts.html Peter Shepherd may 
be contacted at peter.shepherd62@
gmail.com

Classic A Vanes
The initiative to put classic A boats 
back onto the water has been gathering 
pace.  Equipped with a removable radio 
cassette dropped into the existing
hatch, and operating both rudder and 
sail trim,  these delightful craft may be 
now sailed on venues where all round 
access is not possible.  

Our picture shows two of these 
boats at Hampton Court earlier this 
year, and we understand from Graham 
Reeves and Allan Oxlade that the 
plan going forward is to devote one 
Saturday morning each month to match 
racing at Hampton Court.  Graham tells 
us that the modifi cation is relatively 
easy, and the boat can be returned to 
its original classic form equally easily.  
He recommends using a somewhat 
larger rudder when converting Vane As 
to radio, but otherwise modifi cations 
are minimal.  Details: Allan Oxlade 
01628 639594

J Class Meeting
On the 28th July the Nottingham Model 
Boat Club hosted a day at Colwick Park 
specifi cally for those who own, or those 
who are interested in J Class yachts. 
Canterbury and the Nottingham J's 

formed the bulk of the J's in attendance 
but we were also graced by a number 
of other J Class models, notably the 
impressive offerings from Charles 
Chambers and John Dowd.

The day included some structured, 
but less formal racing, which proved 
exciting for the spectators and 
challenging for the participants. The 
sight of up to 15 J Class yachts battling 
for position around the course was 
spectacular. There was a short informal 
meeting about the newly formed J 
Class Association to gain feedback 
from owners. The Association now 
has a constitution and is building up 
a register of owners. The class rules 
are as per the Canterbury Rules for 
racing in USA and NZ 
with the exception that 
the Nottingham and the 
Canterbury Js are treated 
as the same yacht. 

Thanks to Brian Quinn 
and Allan Oxlade for 
organising the racing, and 
to Roger "Michel Roux" 
for his spatula skills on the 
BBQ, and congratulations 
to Jim Pinner for his 
Stirling performance 
throughout the day on the 
circuit.
Alan Horne

Class 
Association forms
Graham Reeves tells us that It was 
decided to form a Class Association, 
Allan Oxlade would act as Registrar 
and he with Brian Quinn and Graham 
Reeves would start the proceedings. 
Registration forms are now available, 
telephone Allan at 01628 639594.  

Historic Llandudno 
Club re-formed
The USA / UK regatta second leg was 

held at Llandudno. The event closed 
with calls for further  M.Y.A. Race 
meetings to be held at what all agreed 
was an excellent  location. 
The Town Council are keen to see the 
sport re-introduced at West Shore 
Lake, which only last year was so 
nearly lost to a planning application 
to site an island in the centre. Prior to 
the event the basin had been drained 
and cleaned, the perimeter walkway 
steam blasted and the green and 
verges trimmed. The historic Llandudno 
Model Yacht Club is now to be re-
formed and affi liated to the M.Y.A.to 
allow for this. Details: Gareth Morgan, 
captainmorganantiques@hotmail.com

Llandudno, the walkway circles the 
pond Photo: Gareth Morgan

Weed at Gosport 
and elsewhere
Weed growth is now a major problem 
for many clubs.  Latest to be hit is  
Gosport;  Commodore Mervyn Cook 
told us that despite dyeing the water, 
with  the consent and advice of local 
authorities, Natural England and Dr 
Jonathan Newman of the Centre for 
Ecology an Hydrology at Wallingford, 
weed has appeared suddenly and 
exponentially, inevitably leading to 
cancellations. Asked if the lake could 
be drained and refi lled, Mervyn said 
that there were strong environmental 
concerns which forbade it - a species 
of shrimp rarely found.  Mervyn has 
agreed to prepare an article outlining all 
the steps the club has taken to defeat 
the problem, to be published in our 
Winter edition. It is sure to be helpful 
top other clubs faced with similar 
problems.
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