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Centre for Ecology and Hydrology is a specialist in the 
management of aquatic weed problems, and freely gave his 
time to advise the club throughout the second negotiations 
with NE. Dr Roger Bamber, of Artoo Marine Consultants, 
who had monitored the shrimp colony on behalf of NE for 
some years, was also more than generous with his time in 
helping the club, GBC and NE understand the situation.    

Despite being dosed with blue dye the lake had never 
turned blue, raising doubts as to whether the initial dose 
was adequate.  The lake was re-surveyed, and it was 
found that the volume (and therefore the dose) had been 
underestimated by about 15%.  Further, Dr Newman 
suggested that the edges of the lake were too shallow to 
allow a ‘normal’ dose to be effective.  Accordingly, at a 
meeting involving NE, GBC, Dr’s Newman and Bamber 
and the club, it was agreed to extend the permitted trial for 
another year using a triple dose, based on the new volume 
of 15.6 million litres.  An immediate fresh application was 
approved, followed by another barge cut.  The meeting of the 
interested parties, together with the contribution of the two 
respected experts, was a turning point in the understanding 
of the problems and led to a resolution acceptable to all.       

Conclusions
Once NE accepted the club as a serious organisation 
involved in a nation-wide sport, they were as helpful as 
possible within the parameters of their responsibilities.  
GBC also recognised the value of the club’s activities to 
the district, and have been as generous in their support as 
budgets allow. NE worked towards a productive partnership 
with GBC and the club.  They recognised that the club’s 
husbandry of the lake over the years has been effective.  
They viewed the collapse of the initial trial as a failure for 
them as well as the club.  NE stated that they have 
‘responsibility to the general 
community as well as to the fl ora 
and fauna they are protecting’. 

 We cannot be certain that the 
new dye regime will continue to be 
successful as conditions develop 
in the future.  However the control 
regimes have been implemented 
with the advice of the Country’s 
leading experts, and have the 
support of both authorities involved.  
Future meetings have already been 
scheduled to discuss next year’s 
dye regime.  We can be confi dent 
that we will be able to act positively 
to deal with any further problems.             

With thanks to Mervyn Cook. 
Commodore, Gosport MY&BC     
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America’s Cup 2013
This year’s America’s Cup has been a hot topic amongst 
the racing fraternity, not least amongst model yachting 
skippers.  Quite apart from the obvious thrills of watching 
boats foiling at speeds in excess of forty knots in quite light 
(if constant) winds, and endless discussions of the make up 
of the crews, there is the matter of luffi ng rights.  Everyone 
saw the incidents at the start where the down-wind boat 
‘hunted’ the up-wind boat and many a club table had the 
cutlery out as arguments went back and forth.  The truth is 
that America’s Cup racing is a little different.  It is based on 
the familiar Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS), and these are then 
modifi ed by Appendix C which applies to Match Racing only. 
Even at this point you will need a cold towel around your 
head.  But wait a moment - the rules may be further modifi ed 
by a series of protocols agreed between the two competing 
camps prior to the regatta, and these may be found at the 
America’s Cup website (See below). Reading Appendix C 
together with material on that website may perhaps settle the 
argument.  A cold towel as I said
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Model Multihulls 
– the Mini 40s
Multihulls have not been 
featured in Acquaint for a 
while partly perhaps because 
the numbers in the UK are 
relatively small and partly 
because the MYA currently 
has no recognised class for 
them.  In the UK the Class 
is administered by the British Model 
Multihull Association (BMMA) which 
has adopted the Mini 40 as its standard 
class.  (The BMMA also administers 
the 2M Class). The Mini 40 Class Rule 
is actually owned by the radio section 
of Fédération Français de Voile (FFV) 
because the boat was originally derived 
from French Formula 40 boats. It was 
introduced into the UK in the late 80’s. 

To see the boats in action I went to 
Gosport where Mini 40s were being 
raced at their monthly meeting. The 
fi rst surprise was that under the class 
rules the Mini 40 may be catamaran 
or trimaran, and the two were racing 
together.  

The class rules require a maximum 
overall length of 1220mm, a maximum 
width also at 1220mm and a maximum 
sail area of 0.9m2.  

The boat must have minimum of one 
hull and one fl oat, and is defi ned this 
way: catamaran, two hulls; trimaran, 
a central hull and two fl oats; proa one 
hull and one fl oat. Any other kind of 
multihull is allowed provided that it has 
at least one hull and one fl oat.  Scope 
for experiment then. 

In model form the boats achieve high 
straight line speeds in quite moderate 
breezes and care has to be taken 
when tacking.  Like The America’s Cup 
boats, they are sailed relatively close 
hauled, as the apparent wind comes 
forward in any sort of breeze. I asked 
whether model multihulls had achieved 
foiling in the way that the America’s 
cup boats had demonstrated.  Mike 

Dann, and Andy Cleal had 
been experimenting with foils 
and achieving some success 
with bursts of controlled foiling 
for short periods.  The issue 
is complicated by drag when 
the foils are in the water and 
pressure on the leeward hull.  
Both skippers were experimenting 
with foil shapes and Mike had 
advanced as far as raising and 
lowering fl oats under radio control.  
You will see here pictures of both 
boats.  Construction methods are 
‘open’ and hard chine plywood 
boats compete with glass and 
carbon.  I look forward to watching 
these speedsters in a strong wind.

With thanks to Mike Dann, Andy 
Cleal, Mervyn Cook, Pete Lawley, 
and other multihull skippers at 
Gosport MY&BC.

More information
Class Secretary 
British Model Multihull Association
Robbie Nevitt, Tel: 01963 370058 Email: 
model.multihulls@gmail.com

Web, plans and blog:  www.
modelmultis.wordpress.com  
Facebook: http: www.facebook.com/
Mini40Multihull
Mini 40 Rules are available at: 
http://modelmultis.fi les.wordpress.
com/2010/10/mini40rules-0104.pdf

Gosport
Gosport MY&BC  http://www.
gosportmybc.org.uk/ 
Gosport Class Captain: Mike Dann 
Email gosportmultihulls@gmail.com
Design Flatpack: 

America’s Cup
Pictures: http://photo.americascup.
com/index.php?lang=en&fn=accueil
General:  http://www.americascup.
com/en/about
Rules: http://www.cupinfo.com/en/
ac34-2013-racing-rules-of-sailing-
americas-cup-01.php

with bursts of controlled foiling 

More information

� e foils can be seen clearly 
in this photograph of Andy 
Cleal’s catamaran. Photo: 

Charles Smith.

� is is a ‘Flatpack’ built in 0.8mm plywood 
by Pete Lawley.  � e design is available from 
Mike Dann. (Note the fl oatation at the mast 
head!) Photo: Charles Smith.

Peter Fothergill’s ‘Ghost Train’ Trimaran. 
Photo: Charles Smith.
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