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Model yachting lost one of its greatest characters 

when Ian died on 22nd April 2007. He had been 

suffering from cancer for some time.

He was an absolute genius with words and 

put his unique literary skills to good use, both 

to entertain and organise model yachtsman. A 

great sense of fun permeated everything he did. 

He started model yachting in 1970 by buying a 

second-hand top notch Marblehead, but soon 

showed his building skills making both wooden 

and moulded boats to all the recognised 

classes. His boats were easily recognisable 

by their bright pink colour and clever crazy 

names. When he made ‘Luncheon Vulture’ 

in a single week before the 1975 Marblehead 

World Championship he took on the title of 

Lord Vulture of Vulture Hall in the pages of 

his fun magazine ‘Playboat -  Entertainment 

for Sailormen’. This was a limited edition 

issued every year at the MYA AGM and many 

looked forward more to ‘Playboat’ than the 

staid business of the meeting. It was full of 

completely mad humorous stories of model 

yachtsmen just about recognisable under 

their wacky pseudonyms; Lord Grope, Dame 

Alice Austen, Dick C. Gar, the Wizard of Oz, 

Mike Tweed, Erica Tur, Bill Psychs, Walter 

Grunt, Clive Calgirl/Anthracite-ffl ogger, John 

Cleavage, the Vicar of Fleetwood etc.

30 years ago, having a pink ‘A’ boat with the 

huge red name, ‘Fairy Nuf ’, painted on the side 

was considered very non-U by the establishment 

at Gosport. ‘Nuf ’ is, of course, fun backwards! 

At his fi rst ‘A’ boat nationals he was shunned 

by the older generation for the whole week 

until after the dinner when he gave the speech 

in response to the MYA’s toast to competitors. 

He was a brilliant speechmaker: very witty, 

delivered with gusto and his usual sense of fun. 

Afterwards the same people that hadn’t spoken 

to him all week congratulated him on the best 

speech they had heard in 50 years. He was in!

Most of the activity at this time was vane 

sailing, where a 5 foot long ‘pole’ is used both 

to prevent a boat hitting the side and also to 

tack the boat when it approaches the bank 

going to windward. Tacking a long ‘A’ boat 

when it approaches at an acute angle is not easy 

so ‘Playboat’ featured many mad and rather 

rude articles on a critical factor...….

the angle of dangle!

Ian really enjoyed organising and running 

events as well as sailing in them. Most famous 

is the Pugwash Trophy, a vane 36 inch 2 boat 

team race, which he ran for many years at 

Clapham with Lady Vulture as support and 

scorer. This gave a great deal of pleasure to the 

large entries from many clubs that travelled 

from all over the country in November. This 

event now lives on at Bournville. The event was 

named after the fi rst of Ian’s many 36” boats, 

‘Captain Pugwash’ destroyed in a fi re at the 

Southgate clubhouse. Others included ‘Batman’ 

and radio versions ‘Shorty Nuf ’ and for his son 

Adam, ‘Addy Nuf ’, which was always confusing 

to sail against, as it was pink on one side and 

red on the other!
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He was also a great contributor to the 

analysis and development of radio racing 

systems. He was the first to record scores using 

a computer, as well as using it to run ‘virtual 

events’ to demonstrate the fairness of fleet racing 

compared to the many other systems being 

tried in the formative years of radio racing in 

the 1980s. He was a major contributor to the 

words in the breakthrough, Equal Opportunity 

Racing System now used in HMS that we know 

today. The initials EORS resemble a well known 

character in the A.A. Milne’s Winnie the Pooh 

stories, so he coined the word ‘tigger’ to describe 

those boats that keep bouncing up and down 

between heats. Whilst still on his contribution 

to the organisation of radio racing, you will still 

hear his voice counting down the seconds on the 

MYA starting tape.

Mention of the MYA leads to Ian’s great 

contribution to that organisation and the use of 

his unique literary skills. He was elected a Vice 

President in 1998. Initially his involvement was 

as secretary to the Metropolitan and Southern 

District. He initiated, edited and wrote a 

district newsletter called ‘Masthead’. Then in 

1976 he became the editor of the MYA News, 

a forerunner of the Acquaint and apart from 

other things reported on MYA council meetings 

and introduced lots of good communication 

ideas. He later took on a series of MYA roles in 

the 1980s and 90s including racing secretary, 

general secretary and information officer. 

He was responsible for revising the MYA 

constitution, where his skill with words has left 

us with a lasting legacy. 

In 1990 a small group of enthusiasts started 

the Lee Valley MYC and affiliated to the MYA 

via Ian in his capacity as MYA Secretary.  

Lacking a local club himself, Ian soon joined 

and thereafter had a tremendous influence 

on the club’s development.  His infectious 

enthusiasm encouraged members to become 

involved in many aspects of model yacht sailing. 

Perhaps needless to say Ian was soon on the 

Committee and served continuously in several 

positions culminating in that of President.  It 

was common for Ian to give up his sailing, and 

indeed to make boats available, to make sure 

that others could carry on.

His Christmas Fun Events were unique.  Each 

had a theme such as Round the World Race; 

Charles Dickens; Alice in Wonderland.  Each 

race had its own peculiar rules and it was part 

of the fun for competitors to try to interpret 

them to their ‘apparent’ advantage.  ‘Apparent’, 

since the scoring method was not disclosed.  At 

the end Ian found a reason to give everybody a 

prize or two.  Nothing conventional about them 

either. You were likely to be presented with a 

bottle with some weird label such as ‘Old Git’ 

and a suitable insult to go with it.  The club will 

not be the same without him.

Ian had a great love of the 6 Metre class and 

was involved in setting up the 6MOA. Whilst 

serving as 6m Technical Secretary he oversaw, 

and indeed wrote, the last major revision to the 

class rules.

Ian will be greatly missed by all of us, but 

particularly by his wife Pat, sons Simon and 

Adam and four grandchildren. If Ian was 

writing this he might like to end with a Lord 

Vulture farewell, ‘Carrion sailing!’……Nuf Zed.

Roger Stollery and Henry Farley
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