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After years of waiting and months 
of preparation the 2011 IOM World 
Championship is now fast approaching 
and what an excellent event it will be to 
help celebrate our Centenary. The event 
is being hosted by the MYA together with 
the West Kirby Sailing Club on the Wirral 
Peninsula and since early 2010 the two 
organisations have been working together 
to ensure that the event will live up to 
the expectation and anticipation that the 
superb venue has created.

The MYA acts as 
the National Class 
Association
The International One Metre 
in Great Britain and was 
successful in its bid to host 
the 2011 World Championship 
in October 2009. The MYA 
and West Kirby Sailing Club 
are delighted that they have 
been chosen to host the 
biggest radio sailing event 
in the world and that we 
will be following previous 
hosts which have included 
Reijeka in Croatia, the 
Royal Vancouver Yacht Club 
in Canada, Mooloolaba in Australia, 
Marseille in France and Barbados.

22 Countries  
and 76 Entrants
One of the most popular events, if not 
the most popular, IOM international 
event to date with over 100 competitors 
trying to enter and 22 countries from 
all corners of the globe represented 
in the final 76 entrants. Racing will be 
carried out over 6 days which should 
see competitors get between 25 and 

30 races each to fight it out to become 
the 2011 IOM World Champion. And 
who might that be? Well defending 
champion Zvonko Jelacic from Croatia 
will be hard to beat, especially as he 
won the British IOM Nationals in 2010 
at West Kirby, and his fellow compatriot 
Marko Matic will also be up at the top 
having clinched the European title in 
France last year. 

A strong British Team
The British team is strong and contains 
four previous world champions. 

Graham Bantock last won the 
event in 1999, Martin Roberts in 2001 
and Trevor Binks in 2003. Roberts 
would be considered slight favourite 
of these three as the likely strong 
wind conditions of West Kirby will suit 
his sailing style. The fourth former 
World Champion, Brad Gibson, won 
representing Australia in 2007 but is 
now resident in the UK and is sailing 
for Great Britain. Gibson has been the 
form skipper since the autumn of 2010, 
winning, amongst other events, the US 
and Australian Nationals by very large 

margins. Alexis Carre from France has 
also proved at recent international 
events that he is now a force to be 
reckoned with and Rob Walsh from 
Great Britain should also feature heavily 
having finished fourth at the last World 
Championship. 

A host of regulars
Beyond this group there are a whole 
host of competitors who will be 
regulars in the ‘A’ heat all with hopes of 
causing an upset and then, of course, 
there are those who have Lintels which 
have a fabulous track record at the 

venue and are very well suited 
to the strong winds and 
rough open water. It will be a 
fascinating test of tactics, an 
ability to read the wind, boat 
handling and the technical 
skills required to achieve good 
boat speed in a range of wind 
conditions. 

A Race 
Committee of  
over 25 people

As well as the 76 skippers 
competing for the World title, the 
event will bring together a race 

committee of over 25 people and an 
international jury of umpires to oversee 
the event. The race committee has 
been formed by a dedicated group of 
MYA volunteers who worked together 
at the recent IOM ranking event at 
West Kirby to ensure everything will run 
smoothly during the Worlds.  
Together with husbands, wives, 
children, friends and spectators the 
event will bring at least 200 people to 
the Wirral over the week to enjoy the 
superb sailing. 

A week not to miss…   28th May to 4th June
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Event 
Schedule
27/28th May 
Registration, Practice,  
Equipment Inspection

28th May 
Opening Ceremony

29th May
Racing Days  
(09.00 until 18.00hr)

1st June
Reserve Day 
(Ulikely to be any racing)

4th June
Final Racing Day  
(09.00 until 16.30hr)

Award Ceremony  
(19.00hr)
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The Marine Lake  
is excellent for 
spectators
The Marine Lake has many 
vantage points making it 
excellent for spectators so 
if you have an opportunity 
to visit the event don’t miss 
out. But if you can’t make 
it to the event then don’t worry. The 
event is being professionally filmed 
and heat races and highlights will be 

posted on the event 

website throughout the week 
allowing you to follow the action from 
the comfort of your armchair.

MYA Northern District Ranking Event  
at West Kirby 2011 prior to the Worlds.
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