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The European Championship week 
held 26th September to 3rd October 
2010 at Pierrelatte southern France was 
excellent with good sailing conditions, 
sunny weather, great food, wine and 
hospitality by the French organisers.

Seventy competitors from 14 
countries including Jeff Byerley 
from Australia and 12 UK skippers 
converged on a water leisure park 
situated on the western outskirts of 
Pierrelatte in the Rhone valley about 70 
miles north of the Med. Pierre Gonnet 
and his friends and family provided 
the backbone of the organisation The 
lake is an ideal size with beautiful clear 
weed free water and a relatively low 
number of wind obstructions. The event 
was run very well with plenty of racing, 
starting at 9.00 am through to 7.00 
pm each day. There were 28 complete 
races sailed each in 5 heats of 19 
boats, so 140 heats sailed in all. 

Day1
Day 1 saw some enormous wind shifts 
on the starboard approach to the 
windward mark. Choices were never 
easy and with 6 boat promotion if you 
pushed too hard to gain promotion it 
was easy to fi nd yourself in the last 
6 and relegated. At the end of day 
one Zvonko Jelacic (Pikanto) led from 
Marcos Egea (Pikanto) and Marco 
Matic (Pikanto).

Day 2-6
Day 2 – 6 rounds were completed in a 
combination of A and B rigs, the wind 
strong at times, usually at the most 
inconvenient moments. Martin Roberts 
(Viper) got going and should have won 
the fi rst A heat, but hit a mark and 
was relegated. He recovered strongly 
with 2 wins on the day. Brad had his 
worst day, visiting B heat 3 times, but 
immediately climbing back. Meantime 
Graham Bantock (Pikanto) had his best 
day of the week with 2, 5, 4, 6, 13, 4. 
2. As usual, getting and staying in A 
fl eet was the fi rst problem and any 
reasonable consistency the second. 
Marco Matic’s consistency put him just 

in the lead at this point from Rob Walsh 
(Lintel) and Ante Kovacevic (Pikanto).

Day3
Day 3 – windy and cold again, B rig all 
day. Brad Gibson had an outstanding 
day with scores of 4, 1, 2, 1, 1, 4. 
Zvonko managed low scores and a 
win and Rob Walsh had a win and two 
seconds, but ended the day relegated 
to B fl eet. Graham Bantock and Marcos 
Egea both had poor results (by their 
standards) recording low A and B fl eet 
scores.

Day 4
Day 4 After the lay day “rest” Thursday 
produced a strong A rig wind. Marco 
and Brad wobbled a little and Zvonko 
was the best of the three with another 
win. Alexis Carre (FRA Pikanto) 
advanced with two wins whilst Martin 
Roberts, Rob Walsh and Graham 
Bantock consolidated.

� e last day
At last Friday brought greater warmth 
and initially an A rig then B rig breeze 
with the wind dying almost completely 
at the end of the day. After a two hour 
plus delay racing got under way in a 
very light wind from the South for the 
fi rst time in the week. Because of 
the delay only 3 more complete 
races were sailed. The top three 
all churned out low A fl eet scores 
maintaining their overall positions 
with Marco Matic (CRO) deservedly 
winning on 106 points and three 
wins from Brad Gibson with 124 
points and seven wins and Zvonco 
with 136 points and two wins. The 
event was streamed live on www.
justintv.com. The full fi nal results 
and links to excellent photographs 
can be seen via the event website 
www.ec-iom-2010.ek.la. 

In summary Marco Matic’s 
performance was a model of 
consistency. Brad Gibson sailed his 
brand new immaculately prepared 
narrow and chined Britpop design 

which had won both the Eastbourne 
Ranking races two weeks earlier 
and showed outstanding potential 
at this event with 7 A fl eet race wins. 
Numerically Bantock’s Pikantos were 
the most successful design developed 
with the Croatian team and with seven 
represented in the fi nal top ten. Robert 
Walsh performed consistently well 
with his Lintel to fi nish 4th and Martin 
Roberts 5th had great speed with his 
Viper. Most of the leading designs were 
represented including Peter Stollery 
with his new Isotonic; Jeff Byerley’s 
latest Kirby design had the speed as 
did his Mad Max; Obsessions, Robots, 
Isis, Widgets, V7, and Sharks were all 
on the pace and had their moments. 
Overall there was little to choose 
between boat designs, but it was 
achieving the set up of the boat and 
rigs to suit the conditions of each day 
and controlling the boat at the start 
that made the difference. More than 
ever before the event demonstrated 
how quickly scores accumulate if 
you are unable to make and stay in A 
fl eet. A big thank you to the French 
for hosting this championship and we 
now look forward to the IOM World 
Championship on the marine lake at 
West Kirby 28 May - 4 June 2011.
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